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The Alleyways of Marlborough
A photographic exploration by Bob Holman

n the last issue of ‘The

Marlborough Journal’ -
Issue 71 - we started looking
into some of the less well
known, but fascinating areas
of Marlborough, as seen
through the iPhone lens of
photographer Bob Holman. In
Issue 72 we go a bit further and
carry on the theme, whilst Bob
gives further background as to
the inspiration for this series of
original works.

OOOOOOOOOOO

hese two images are

responsible for my slight
obsession about finding, shooting
and investigating some of the
history of the alleyways in
Marlborough.

It was during a 1-2-1 half-day
Smartphone Safari (www.
bobholmanphotography.co.uk)
around the town that it all
happened. We were shooting
one alleyway, which was

not named, and my student
asked about the history of it. I
didn’t have the answer (most
irritatingly) so promised to do
some investigation and report
back.

My research took me to reading
as many books as I could find
on Marlborough, checking out
the online Wiltshire Archives

Alma Place: between numbers 10 and 11 High Street, Marlborough, Wiltshire. Twelve dwellings are listed
in the 1878 and 1962 directories. It was previously stabling and accommodation for ostlers. They were

and asking long-term residents. probably converted to cottages about the time of the Crimean War, following the battle of Alma in 1854 -
It was during this period that my hence the name.

next-door neighbour showed me

an outstanding book - written by most roads, tracks, courts, yards and ~ when the light was at its optimum
her father! alleyway names. - for each alleyway. As these are
So, off I dashed to our local And so, I decided to start a small mostly in a north/south orientation,
independent bookshop (The White project - to seek out and shoot all entering/exiting the High Street
Horse Bookshop) and bought a copy.  the other alleyways in the town, ina  (Whichisina W_eSt/ east orientation)
This proved to be the best thing I systematic way. But this then brought 3t right apgles, it proved to be highly
could have done, as it gave me loads  about different challenges. Not challenging.

of information about the town, in only by gaining access to some of And as if that wasn’t perplexing

addition to much of the history of the hidden ones but timing my shots  enough, at each alleyway I wanted to



The Marlborough Journal, Issue 72 page 7

The Alleyways of Marlborough
A photographic exploration by Bob Holman

bring a human element into each
shot. Why? Well, an image of
an alleyway is simply a view

of a track, with some walls.

It’s not very evocative! Once

a human element is introduced
into the image, there is a story.
And I try and tell stories in my
images. What is the person
doing? Where are they going?
What’s the reason that they are
there? There are no answers to
these questions, but it does bring
a certain amount of intrigue into
the shot, with the viewer coming
to their own conclusion.

In November 2018 I decided

to see if there was any interest
in making a photography club

in the town. [ knew of a few
professional photographers
(who regularly visited my
business, The Food Gallery) and
approached them, with a view to
them being the core of the club

- but on the understanding that
they would have to be prepared
to share their knowledge.

My intention was to form a club,
without competitions, but to be
dedicated to helping its members
to make better photographs.

The club (www.marlborough.
photography) has since grown to
over 40 active members, meeting

monthly in the Town Hall, and - "

: Chandler’s Yard: Between numbers 136/137 high street. It leads all the way through to Back Lane.
with a full annual SChedule Of Chandler, the saddler, had his shop in 136 from 1820 until 1924. There were three dwellings listed here
tripS, SPGCialiSt WOI‘kShopS and in 1902. It is sometimes referred to as Horse Passage Yard - and associated with a legend that Royalist
professional speakers ViSitiI’lg us cavalry broke into the town by this entrance during the Civil War. The old cottages were demolished in
1933 as they were considered to be slums. The residents were re-homed in more ‘appropriate’ housing on

the other side of town.

FHOTOGRARHY
- \

(or presenting to us via Zoom in
these challenging times!).

It was sometime later that amongst our beautiful nearby demand, to now offering photo

I concluded that there was an countryside, with a maximum of editing courses. Workshop booking
opportunity to further help six students and two tutors - thus is very straightforward on our
photographers, by offering more ensuring each student gets lots of website, and you’ll know you will
specialised, dedicated tuition. I attention. This business (www. be learning with like-minded local
asked three other photographers to master-photography.co.uk) has people of similar ability to you, so no
join me in this venture. My aim was  grown from strength to strength embarrassment over your equipment

to offer half-day local workshops, and has expanded, due to student or aptitude.
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