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The Alleyways of Marlborough
A photographic exploration by Bob Holman

Many of us know Bob 
Holman from the 

wonderful coffee, cakes and 
general ambience of The Food 
Gallery.  Few will be aware 
that Bob has another claim 
to fame, particularly in and 
around Marlborough and that 
is as a keen and accomplished 
photographer, specialising 
particularly - as many now 
do - in what the iPhone can 
deliver.
Bob is a self-taught, iPhone 
(well Apple everything 
really) 65 years ‘young’ 
photographer.  Having semi-
retired from running The Food 
Gallery, founded with his 
wife Nikki, 16 years ago, he 
now spends most of his time 
between photography and the 
odd round of golf.

This project, The Alleyways 
of Marlborough, came 
about by accident when 
he was running a teaching 
photography safari in 
and about town.  
A question was asked 
about an alleyway.  And 
not knowing the answer, he 
carried out some investigation 
to answer the question.  He 
learned about many others in 
the town.  
And twenty four alleyways, 
yards and lanes later the project 
was complete.  All these 
images are taken on an iPhone.
Over 40 years ago, Bob had the 
use of his Dad’s Pentax camera with 
a zoom lens.  He never really got to 
grips with it; too many strange knobs 
and dials. But every now and then he 
managed to capture a decent image.  
He never knew why, but when he 
got it right, he was hooked.  And he 
fondly remember the anticipation of 
getting ones film back from Boots!

Then life happened – marriage, 
work, children, career ladder, more 
children, business ventures and 
much more, Bob’s photography 
ceased. Whenever he saw a sight that 
appealed to him, a camera was never 
with him.

So, when Apple started including 
excellent cameras on their devices, 

Bob started to get a little more 
interested.  His holiday iPhone 
photos started to get a great deal 
better, taking a ‘snap’ was no longer 
good enough.  But most of all, his 
camera was always with him!

And so, after thousands of 
photographs taken on his iPhone, 
including a massive number of 

Patten Alley - between 46 & 47 Kingsbury St:  The covered walk from Kingsbury Street 
to St. Mary’s Church.  In the 17th century it was a muddy quagmire of a path.  
Ladies fitted iron rings (pattens) to their shoes to walk through to the church.  
They would then take their pattens off at the end of the alley, so they could 

elegantly enter church.  Until 1970, a shelf for holding them could be 
seen high on the wall in the church. 



page 7The Marlborough Journal,  Issue  71

shockingly poor photos, 
he started to learn a 
few little tricks and his 
‘mobile photography 
knowledge’ increased in 
leaps and bounds.  Much 
learning later (from other 
photographers who were 
kind enough to help, plus 
online videos) and his 
photography mojo came 
back.

His photos started to 
look better.  People 
started to ask him how 
he achieved a certain 
look, or how he edited 
a part of the image, or 
why he took it from a 
certain angle.  That’s 
when Bob knew he 
could help others.  And 
then came his beloved 
black and white images 
– but that’s a completely 
different story.  The 
cameras in iPhones, in 
fact most smartphones 
today, are starting to 
match the capabilities of 
small compact cameras. 
Smartphones are 
absorbing an increasing 
amount of traditional 
camera technology.    
And images taken on 
‘phone cameras’ are 
now simply called 
photography.
This ridiculously 
compelling, and 
sometimes infuriating 
hobby, became 
something so much more.
One-to-one iPhone photography 
tuition can be booked with Bob at
www.bobholmanphotography.co.uk
Small group ‘local to Marlborough’ 
iPhone and camera photography 
learning (with two professional 
photographers to each group) can be 
booked at: 
www.master-photography.co.uk
Of the two images featured here, 
the Wellington Place (above) has 
significant historic interest to the 

town as it is believed to be where the 
Great Fire of Marlborough began on 
28th April 1653.  The fire started in 
a tanner’s yard adjacent to the house 
of Francis Freemen, who resided at 
the west end of the High Street, near 
St. Peter’s Church, and it spread 
quickly since at that time most of 
the roofs of buildings in the town 
were thatched.  There are a number 
of residential properties down one 
side of this lane.  It appears to have 
broken out at seven o’clock in the 

morning and is believed to have been 
caused by the operation of drying 
bark.  As Freeman was away from 
home at the time, help offered from 
neighbours to extinguish the flames 
was imprudently rejected. 
The prevailing wind then spread 
the fire across the town centre 
and within three or four hours the 
Guildhall, St Mary’s Church and the 
County Armoury, together with 224 
dwellings, inns, shops and taverns, 
were destroyed.

Wellington Place:  - It’s not the most photogenic, but it has a massive history!  (And it’s right 
next to The Food Gallery …….)   Between 46 and 47/48 High Street, on the south side.
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